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TUCSON VALUES TEACHERS PRESENTED THE DECEMBER TEACHER 

EXCELLENCE AWARD TO CARMEN HABER 
 

TUCSON, Ariz. — Tucson Values Teachers (TVT) presented the December Teacher Excellence Award 
to Carmen Haber, a teacher at Arizona State School for the Deaf and Blind (ASDB) Preschool. Haber 
has taught for the past 17 years, the last four have been at the preschool where she works with students 
who have a hearing loss. Haber was surprised on Friday with the award during a virtual staff meeting.  
 
In addition to being a teacher mentor for new teachers at ASDB Preschool, Haber serves as a Tucson 
Regional Educator Collaborative (TREC) Teacher Leader. In this capacity, Haber leads a Community of 
Practice (COP) on Trauma Informed Teaching.  
 
Haber said, “I love working with our little ones and supporting our parents at the beginning of their 
journey. I have children of my own with a hearing loss so this is also very personal for me—to be 
involved and support those who may need support.”  
 
Alie Castillo Rocha nominated Haber for the Teacher Excellence Award. In her nominating statement 
she wrote, “Mrs. Carmen is a wonderful teacher with a passion. My children love her and she always 
finds a way to make her lessons engaging and tailored for the children she’s working with.”  
 
Tucson Values Teachers spotlights quality Southern Arizona teachers every month. Teachers are 
nominated through Tucson Values Teachers’ website by colleagues, students, friends, and other 
community members. Winners of the Teacher Excellence Award receive $250 cash courtesy of Helios 
Education Foundation, a $100 gift certificate to Jonathan’s Educational Resources, and flowers.  
 
More information about the Teacher Excellence Award, including the nomination form, can be found 
at www.tucsonvaluesteachers.org.  
 

### 
 
Tucson Values Teachers (TVT) is a business and education partnership focused on helping schools and districts attract, retain and 
support the very best teachers for every PreK-12 classroom in Southern Arizona. The organization recognizes the critical role teachers 
play in student achievement and the vital influence they have on Tucson’s future. It does this work by raising public awareness of the value 
of the teaching profession while providing programs that benefit teachers economically and professionally. For more information and to 
support TVT, visit tucsonvaluesteachers.org or call (520) 327-7619. 
 


